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Every time | read this word in Surah Yunus, it
stops me in my tracks, forcing me to relive the
tyranny the pharaoh was known for.

The word &3l translates to 'Now' A sarcastic
reply to the shahada of the pharaoh. You can
sense the astonishment in the Quran at the
timing of his acceptance of Islam. “Now?” was a
fully charged interjection, serving as a fitting
answer to his submission. It evokes a sense of
fear and awe about what might happen next.
The Qur'an does not just convey its meaning; it
envelops you in a journey through sounds. The
passage shows the flow of time with a sense of
the hardships endured by his people. The
meaning isn’t just confined to the letters
themselves, but in every aspect of how they are
articulated. The sound shifts, and every syllable
is a key that unlocks a deeper understanding of
the constant disregard, scoffing, and dismissal of
the previous warnings sent to him.

The Madd corresponds to his lifetime of denial.
The arrogance and zulm that he got away with.
The weeping mothers whose sons were killed,
the men who were forced into bonded labour,
and the fear of the excessive tyrant in the daily
lives of the Bani Israil

The desperate plea of the pharaoh “... and | am
now one of those who submit.” As the sea was
closing in on him and his army. His last-minute
repentance was rejected with a “NOW?” The
word is personified in itself. If it had a face, it
would be tilted in mockery, with a shocked
expression, high-arched eyebrows, and eyes
bursting with astonishment.

The pharaonic model was one in which
submission to creation was imperative. The
pharaoh was pure evil as he drained compassion,
empathy, and love from society and infused it
with tyranny and outright evil. The Godhead he
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claimed for himself was a reflection of his
inflated sense of self-importance and arrogance.
The lust and greed for absolute power rendered
him feeling-less. The pharaonic government was
inhumane; it had clouded his compassion and
empathy.

“Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts

absolutely.” (Lord Acton)

As Plato has said ‘He who does not desire power
is fit to hold it,” Suggesting true leaders are not
interested in personal gain. Much dissimilar to
the pharaoh himself. Writer Ranal Currie states,
“If your moral compass is not pointing towards
God, it's time to fix that compass.” In the case of
the Pharaoh, his denial of the higher governing
body gave way to the belief of his superhuman
framework and absolute power.
This scene is chilling because it serves as a
warning to mankind. There is a pharaonic aspect
within all of us, Recognition and acceptance of
the truth before it is too late is upon mankind.
Constant “waswas” and encouragement from
Satan diverts our foothold on the straight and
narrow, All superlative degrees are for Allah
alone. Chanting Asma ul Husna every day can
help us achieve that, reaffirming the grandeur
and state of Allah SWT. It is important to
understand that humility and a feeling of
helplessness are what Allah likes in his creation,
Inshort, it's time to recognise the pharaoh within
and to curb its growth. The inner voice “I'm
better than you”, “l deserve more...” or the
entitled self that demands others to bow down
to its orders needs to be ignored. The term
"Now" could be addressed to us if we recognise
the hagq only on our deathbed. It would be too
late; our time would be up, and our plea for
pardon would go unheard. Doing Istaghfar is
imperative in our lifetime.
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